Memo : Making pocket money in English countries


In the UK : Children are not legally allowed to work until they are 13. Children can only work after 7 a.m. and before 7 p.m. On a school day they can only work for up to 2 hours. Many teenagers will get up early to deliver newspapers to houses in their local area before going to school. They are known as Paper boys or Paper girls. Looking after young children in their home whilst their parents have gone out for the evening is a popular job for teenagers, as they get paid for watching children and television all at the same time! From the age of 14 some teenagers help the milkman deliver milk to houses. Teenagers need to have a work permit. An application form for the work permit can be obtained from school or local Education Welfare Office. They can be paid up to £3 per hour.


In the USA : If you are 14 or 15, you can work outside school hours after 7 a.m. and until 7 p.m. except from June 1 through Labor Day, when you can work until 9 p.m. You can work no more than 3 hours on a school day, 18 hours in a school week, 8 hours on a non-school day, and 40 hours in non-school week. If you are 16 or older, you can work any day, any time of day, and for any number of hours. There are no restrictions on the work hours of youth age 16 or older. 

When you are 13 or younger you can deliver newspapers, work as a baby-sitter, work as an actor or performer in motion pictures, television, theater or radio, work in a business solely owned or operated by your parents, work on a farm owned or operated by your parents. When you turn 14 you also can work in an office, grocery store, retail store, restaurant, movie theater, baseball park, amusement park, or gasoline service station. 
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