Memo : the Gold Rush

Definition : A gold rush is a period of feverish migration of workers into the area of a discovery of commercial quantities of gold. Several gold rushes took place throughout the 19th century in Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, New Zealand, South Africa, and the United States. Gold rushes helped spur permanent non-indigenous settlement of new regions and define a significant part of the culture of the North American and Australian frontiers. 

- The Georgia gold rush in the southern Appalachians was the first significant gold rush in the United States, which started in 1829. Cherokee tribes owned the land at the time but they were soon expelled.

- It was followed by the California Gold Rush of 1848–49 in the Sierra Nevada, which captured the popular imagination. The California gold rush led directly to the settlement of California by Americans and the rather rapid entry of that state in the union in 1850. Successive gold rushes occurred in western North America, gradually moving north: the Fraser Canyon, the Cariboo district and other parts of British Columbia, and the Rocky Mountains. Almost 90,000 people from all over the world came to California in 1849 that’s why they were called the forty-niners. California Gold Rush supposedly ended in 1858 and it is said that only 10 to 20% of Californian gold have been exploited. Gold miners put pressure on Native American tribes to leave their land or to dig with them.
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